J

MARIE-VINCENT

4,

CENTRE D'EXPERTISE
MARIE-VINCENT

March 2016 Number 12 Valérie Guertin & Mireille Cyr

The purpose of the study presented in this pamphlet is to attest whether the
children who undergo the anogenital examination following the disclosure of SA
are different from those who do not. In addition, it intends to document the
variables that can influence the fact of carrying out the exam, including the
characteristics of the child, its family, the perpetrator and the nature of the
sexual abuse.

Purpose of the medical intervention

(tiré de Allard-Dansereau & Frappier, 2011)

Although the medical examination of victims of sexual abuse is most often
recognized as being normal, the medical intervention is important. Whatever
the result of the examination, this intervention goes beyond the simple
examination of the genital and anal region. It includes the victim’s story to help
guide the examination, a comprehensive general examination, an examination
of the child's external genitals and, if necessary, samples are also taken.

The purpose of the medical intervention are multiple and aim, among other
things, to:

Detect the presence of sexually transmitted infections;

Diagnose and treat genital trauma, when necessary;

Reassure the parent and the child about their physical integrity.
This last point consists of addressing their concerns with the victim and his
parents and reassuring them about his physical condition.

Allard-Dansereau, C., & Frappier, J.-Y. (2011). Lintervention médicale et médicolégale auprés des enfants et des adolescents
victimes d’agressions sexuelles. Dans M. Hébert, M. Cyr, & M. Tourigny, L’agression sexuelle envers les enfants, Tome 1 (pp.
97-147). Québec, QC : Presses de I'Université du Québec.
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Two hundred and eleven (211) children victims of sexual asbuse and their non-
abusive parent were met at the Centre d’expertise Marie-Vincent (CEMV). This
group consisted of 145 girls and 66 boys, aged between 6 and 13 years old.

Sixteen variables were considered to distinguish the children who underwent
the exam from those who did not, including the age and gender of the children,
family composition, age and occupation of parental figures, family income, the
characteristics of the sexual abuse and of the perpetrators, the presence of
other types of abuse and whether there was a police investigation interview.

CHARACTERISTICS THAT DIFFERENTIATE / PREDICTIVE FACTORS

The five characteristics below make it possible to differentiate children who have
undergone a medical examination from those who have not. In addition, four of
these characteristics predict which children are more likely to undergo a medical
exam.

To be a girl
* characteristic that only differentiates

To be in a single parent family

Having an unemployed mother or maternal figure
* Most important predictor

Assumption: the unemployed maternal figures are more available to go to the
premises where the medical examination takes place during the usual opening
hours, i.e. during the day on weekdays

Having experienced a sexual abuse involving anal (vaginal or oral)
penetration (or attempts)

Having had an perpetrator over the age of 19

Reference of the original article:
Guertin, V. (2013). L’examen médical a la suite d’une agression sexuelle : qui sont les enfants qui en bénéficient.
(Mémoire de maitrise). Université de Montréal, Montréal. http://hdl.handle.net/1866/10727
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