MARIE-VINCENT

4,

CENTRE D'EXPERTISE
MARIE-VINCENT

June 2015 Number 6 Isabelle Boisvert & Mélanie M. Gagnon

Trauma experienced hy children
assessed for problematic sexual
hehaviours at the Gentre t'expertise
Marie-Vincent

One hundred and seventeen (117) children have been evaluated at the Centre d'expertise
Marie-Vincent (CEMV) between 2007 and 2014, as part of the problematic sexual behavior
(PSB) assessment services. The presence of interpersonal trauma (being the victim or witness
of acts of psychological, physical or sexual violence) and adverse life events (e.g. divorce of
the parents or being the victim of an accident) were assessed with 114 children using an
adapted version of the Schedule for affective disorders and schizophrenia for school-age
children (K-SADS; Kaufman et al., 1997). This questionnaire was completed by the person in
charge of the evaluation, based on the information provided by the child and the
accompanying adult.

Interpersonal trauma experienced

Children assessed for the presence of PSB have experienced different stressful events during
their life.
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The most frequently reported interpersonal trauma is having been exposed to family violence,
that is, having witnessed severe argument(s) between parents (parental figures) involving
psychological or physical violence. The other types of interpersonal trauma experienced by
more than one in three children are neglect, physical abuse, psychological abuse, bullying or

rejection by peers, and sexual abuse or exploitation.
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The two adverse life events reported by approximately one in two children are the parents’
TEL: (514) 987-3000 ext. 5697

separation and a parental substance abuse problems (alcohol, drugs or medication). In
hebert.m@ugam.ca addition, more than a third of the children lived with a family member with mental health
problems.
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