
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

• The Centre d'exper-
tise Marie-Vincent 
(CEMV) offers services 
for children aged 12 
and under who are 
victims of sexual abuse. 
 
• The Marie-Vincent 
Interuniversity Chair 
conducts a research 
program related to the 
CEMV’s clientele that 
aims to: 
 

 Evaluate the needs 
and capacities of chil-
dren and their fami-
lies; 

 

 Evaluate the services 
offered at the CEMV; 

 

 Study the different 
developmental trajec-
tories of children. 

Behavioral difficulties of the children 
exhibiting problematic sexual behaviors 
assessed at the 
Centre d'expertise Marie-Vincent 
Ninety-five (95) children aged of 6 years and over exhibiting problematic sexual behavior, 
34 girls and 61 boys, were assessed at the Center between October 2007 and January 2014. 

Parents (accompanying adults) have completed a questionnaire to identify the presence of 
internalized and externalized behavior in children (Child Behavior Checklist for Ages 6-18; 
Achebach & Rescorla, 2001). The graphs illustrate the percentages of children whose results 
reach the clinical threshold for each dimension studied. The clinical symptoms are likely to 
interfere with the child's functioning, in different areas of life (family, school, peers). 

Proportion of children with internalized behaviors 
that reaches the clinical threshold 

Internalized behaviors refer to symptoms of anxiety, social withdrawal and somatization. 
Symptoms of anxiety are manifested as unwarranted fear (for example, going to school, 
certain animals or situations), feelings of inferiority and worry. Withdrawal symptoms 
include being detached and isolated. Health problems with no recognized organic cause 
represent symptoms of somatization. 
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The proportion of 
girls and boys 

reaching the 
clinical threshold 

for behavioral 
difficulties is 

similar across 
gender.  

Externalized behaviors include delinquent and aggressive behaviors. Delinquent behaviors 
include non-compliance with established rules, lies, theft and lack of guilt. Aggressive 
behaviors are manifested by unwarranted words and gestures of aggression towards 
others, bullying behavior, and the destruction of objects. 
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Relationship difficulties indicate addictive behaviors, loneliness, jealousy, rejection and 
bullying from the peers. Thought disorders are manifested by nervous gestures, tics, bizarre 
behaviors or ideas, obsessions, compulsive behaviors, sleep disturbances (sleepwalking, 
insomnia) and self-injurious gestures. Attention disorders include lack of concentration and 
attention, restlessness and impulsivity, as well as lack of perseverance in carrying out 
activities. 
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Proportion of children with externalized behaviors 
that reaches the clinical threshold 

Proportion of children with other behavioral 
difficulties 
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